Weymouth Rowing Club would like to take this opportunity to set the record straight once
and for all.
We have never expressed any wish to hold the World Pilot Gig Championships in Weymouth
and have no intention of doing so.
At the CPGA AGM in January 2012, a vote was taken by the CPGA to move the WPGC to
Weymouth. The members attending from Weymouth Rowing Club were not allowed to vote
for that item, somehow implying that the Club had a vested interest – this was not the case.
We knew nothing of the planned vote and when we challenged the CPGA after the meeting
their explanation was that they were using the threat of Weymouth (not Weymouth Rowing
Club) and the post-Olympic facilities, as essentially a stick with which they could beat the
Scillies to keep prices down.
We now feel the need go public, as our private protests to the CPGA in the past have fallen
on deaf ears. Our members have also felt that they were treated differently by rowers in the
Scillies after these threats had been made by the CPGA.
Let’s be clear – there are no Olympic Legacy facilities that would enable the type of event to
rival the WPGC in Weymouth. There is a very fine Sailing Academy, but that is on Portland
and no doubt their events diary is full of sailing events!
Any Clubs who have attended our regattas over the past 5 years will know that our event
has been through a number of changes, some of which were forced upon us because of the
Olympics.
Our members are an enthusiastic bunch, who like to play host, but we realise that being a
Dorset based Club we are disadvantaged by the distance other Clubs have to travel to get to
Weymouth.
We hope that this letter will dispel the myth that there might be a rival event to the WPGC at
Weymouth.
In any case our members will not be available to host an event on the first bank holiday
weekend in May this year or any other year come to that – we will be at the World Pilot Gig
Championships in the Isles of Scilly.
We look forward to hard work on the water and good fun off the water at the Scillies and
wish the WPGC Committee well in their final preparations.
Best wishes
Helen Gardner
Chairman of Weymouth Rowing Club

